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A Transformative Pedagogy

Transformative learning is the process of effecting change in a
frame of reference . . . frames of reference are the structures of
assumptions through which we understand our experiences.
Frames of reference have two dimensions:
(i)habits of mind – broad, abstract, orienting, habitual ways of
thinking, feeling and acting influenced by assumptions that
constitute a set of codes . . . codes may be cultural, social,
educational, economic, political, psychological;
(ii)point of view – habits of mind coalesce to shape a particular
interpretation [of an event] (Mezirow  1997: 5)



A Transformative Pedagogy
We transform our frames of reference through critical reflection on the
assumptions upon which our interpretations, beliefs and habits of mind or
points of view are based . . .

the educator’s responsibility is to help learners reach their [immediate]
learning objectives is such a way that they will function as more
autonomous, socially responsible thinkers . . .

Autonomy here refers to the understandings, skills, and disposition
necessary to become critically reflective of one’s own assumptions and to
engage effectively in discourse . . . Transformation theory holds that moral
values are legitimised by agreement through discourse

Becoming critically reflective of one’s own assumptions is the key to
transforming one’s taken for granted frame of reference . . .

(Mezirow  1997: 7, 9)





Purpose of the role-play

 build a capacity for self-reflexivity amongst future public health
practitioners;

 strengthen awareness of how the broader social context has
shaped the student’s perspectives towards Aboriginal Australians.

To achieve these purposes requires like-minded professional peers
with whom to engage ;  often it is difficult to extract oneself from
the social environment and reflect on how and why one forms a
particular view.

































Developing capacity for self-reflexivity
through participation in the role-play

 Exposure to primary archival resources that inform role-play
character development;

 Interaction with other students regarding own character and
responses to events within the scenarios;

 Interaction with other historical characters and diverse
standpoints encountered by own role-play character;

 Reflection on role-play learning activity and challenges to own
previous conceptualisations, assumptions and values as a
public health practitioner;



Evaluation 
Effectiveness Effectiveness of critical attributes of the role play in
influencing students’ perspectives on Aboriginal health

1. Enacting an actual historical character by walking in their shoes.
2. Dialogue with other students regarding your character's responses.
3. Dialogue with other role-based characters within role play forums.
4. Clearly stated learning objectives for the sequenced activities within each

role play scenario.
5. The requirement to journal my personal experiences in the role play.
6. Using layout and design to immerse characters in the historical context



Evaluation 

Effectiveness of attributes of the role play
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Benefits
Re teaching and learning process
Group-based interactive learning
 Students get to “walk in the shoes” of coloniser &

colonised
 Students access primary sources of historical narratives

Re teaching content
 Students engage with multiple historical standpoints
 Students connect historical narrative within its foundation

in biography based in their social context
 Students access primary sources and form their own

version of history
 Students connect contemporary social determinants of

Indigenous health with their historical basis



Student Reflections

”The course so far has given me a greater
appreciation of the need to question my thoughts
and my opinions in regards to indigenous issues
and to examine how history and my
interpretations of truth have contributed to these
conclusions.” (Student 1)



Student Reflections

“The forum of discussion through the role-play
provided a very confronting format for learning the
different perspectives, agendas and motivations
for the events at Coranderrk and has made me
challenge my own perspectives, motives and
understandings on many issues.” (Student 2)



Student Reflections
"It was a joy to be able to realise and develop . . .
a greater feeling for the Aboriginal people of
Coranderrk as 'real' people, active in various ways
in their everyday lives, rather than as a "concept"
of a race of people . . . in other words, through
facilitating a personal and experiential virtual
reality, the role-play encourages greater
understanding of Aboriginals as accessible,
ordinary (and important) people.” (Student 3)


